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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome to All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Donna Simmons mother,


 fighting cancer.   June Guyton; Denise 


Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; 


Donna Jo Nash; Jo Sadler; Gary’s 


Humfleet’s wife Rowena; Donna 


Simmons; Tony Waite; Deanna Gilbert; 


James Timpane; Elaine Clem; Lloyd and 


Liz Jackson; Jeff Dinsmore, Irene Adams


 recovering from a fall; Adam Morrison’s 


at the death of Adam’s dad; Norm and


Alicia Rich at the death of their son Chad.


Remember all our little ones and our


expecting Mothers; Laura Keenan; Anna 


Tramell (x2) Congrats to Justin and Katy at the


 birth of Evelyn Lee, 


Carlos Pine, recovering from wreck. Roger Pink. Recovering from gallbladder surgery.


____________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer—Daniel Blackford


Read Scripture---John Guillory 


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper—Mark Bowman 


   Asst. 1-----Matt Jones


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Adam Morrison


   Asst. 5-----Patrick Miles


2nd Prayer---Leon Leighton


Sermon------Steve Tramell


Announcements—Adam Kreis 


Closing Prayer----Kai Burk 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Scripture Read---Cliff Wiggs


Song Leader----Kai Burk


Second Prayer---W. McClendon


Sermon----Todd Reynolds


Announcements---Adam Kreis


Closing Prayer---Dustin Adams 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader----Steve Tramell


 Invitation--- Wayne Eastes


 Closing Prayer---Rusty Greene


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   
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Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








A REAL AND PERSONAL GOD?





Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! (Isa 5:21)





     On the news the other morning there was a report (and I don’t know what this has to do with news) of a survey conducted by some study group, on the public’s belief in God. The survey revealed that only 51% believed in a “real and personal God”. It also stated that of this group who believe, almost all believed that those who believe in gods other than theirs had as much chance of being saved as they do. (Ironically that is true)


     It is a sad commentary on our society when 49% of it has no belief in God or knowledge of Him.  It is compounded when most of the remaining 51% have no faith in the Sovereignty of God. The premise of such a belief is, “I have my God who is personable to my needs and you can have yours”, rather than a God who by His very nature demands that I conform my life to his will. Paul said to the Ephesians, “Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children;” (Eph 5:1).  One can only wonder what has changed. 


     Although statistics say that the numbers have not changed much over the years, I don’t believe it. I know that most of the people that I grew up with along with their parents had an active and regular worship life, be it right or wrong. They had an honest respect for God and His word and knew the difference between right and wrong as it relates to that word.


     But just what has kept so many people from acknowledging God as creator and Sovereign Lord?


Cont., on Page 3


     








Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








righteousness above all else (Matthew 6:33).  But Satan is always working to get us sidetracked.  He pressures us to change our priorities, to push God into the background and replace Him with something else.  Usually that “something else” isn’t inherently bad – work, family, recreation, prosperity, education – it just doesn’t  belong in the position of directing and driving our lives. 





We need to be diligent.  Mission creep, as the name implies, happens gradually.  People don’t abandon their prime directives all at once.  Churches don’t morph into country clubs or social service providers overnight.  Preachers don’t change their job descriptions all of a sudden.  And nobody just wakes up one morning and says, “I think I’ll quit trusting God today.”  These things happen slowly.  If we aren’t careful, we won’t even notice.  “For this reason we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”  (He brews 2:1-3).


_________________________


“The soul is dyed the color of its thoughts. What you do is who you become” (Heraclitus).




















					





and assist needy Christians when the need arises.  A simple mission, if not always an easy one.  But many churches have expanded their operations to include secular education, physical fitness, child care, financial services, recreation, entertainment, community projects, health services, political activism, and just about anything else you can imagine.  Some are so busy preparing people for next week or next month that they have little concern with preparing then for eternity.





Preachers can also experience mission creep.  The evangelist is given the mission of proclaiming the gospel (2 Timothy 4:2).  He teaches the lost how to be saved, and he teaches the saved how to build lives that glorify God.  B�ut many preachers have become occupied with other things.  They work as counselors, social directors, or administrators in the diversified operations of their churches.  Some spend most of their time organizing  community events, serving as activists for various causes, writing books, or selling something.  Some misguided brethren make the preacher a de facto overseer of the church, while others expect him to be always on call as a taxi driver, dispute settler, janitor, and general assistant for the church and its members.  Often, “preach the word”  is very low on his to-do list.





In truth, any disciple can struggle with mission creep.  A Christian’s mission is to seek God’s kingdom and 








Do you know what “mission creep” is?  In my reading, I often encounter that term in columns about politics, business, even education.  “Mission creep” is when an organization drifts away from its original purpose, gradually taking on new and different functions and responsibilities.  Eventually the group’s original purpose may be minimized or even abandoned in favor of new goals.





Mission creep happens all the time in business.  A company starts out producing one thing, then steadily expands into other areas, perhaps even leaving behind its original business altogether.  Just one example:  Sony, which today produces everything from portable stereos to motion pictures, started out making rice boilers.





Mission creep sometimes affects political and social organizations.  A group is founded to promote a certain agenda or address a certain need.  But with passing time and changes in leadership, the group’s emphasis and activities slowly change, maybe even to the point that its original purpose is no longer considered important.





Mission creep happens in churches, too.  The church is “the pillar and support of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).  Our mission as a local church, as outlined in the New Testament, is to proclaim the gospel, provide spiritual strength for the disciples, 


    








Mission Creep


By Jeff Himmel








Cont. from Page 1 





Is it because God has not revealed Himself to us? The Psalmist said, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path.” 


(Ps 119:105)   Is it because we can’t know what God expects? Peter said.


“seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and virtue; (2 Peter 1:3). And it is enough to make us complete unto every good work. (II Tim. 3:16-17) The humanistic philosophy that nothing is wrong (sin) of itself speaks clearly that man wants no part of God except perhaps when he is in a crisis. 


     On a favorite TV show, “Deadliest Catch” a fisherman was telling his harrowing experience of being awash in the North Atlantic after the boat he was on sank in the middle of the night. He told of how frightened he was that he may not see daylight again and said, “I am not a religious man (interrupted) I’m not a religious man but I asked for some help (finger pointing upward) that night. It was obvious, however, that nothing in his life had changed toward God since being rescued from certain death in that watery grave.


     Jesus put His finger on the heart of the matter when He said, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.


(John 3:19-20)


     Is your life conformed to the will of God? Heaven depends upon it!


			


		Joe Phillips








